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Lat:  -34.101542    
Long: 115.977523 

 
 
LOCATION 

HCWA Reference Number 02966 

Other Reference Number 19945 

Name of Place Donnelly River Mill  

Other Names  

Address Lot 38 Andrew Rd 

Suburb/Town Wheatley 

Local Government Authority Shire of Nannup 

 
LAND DESCRIPTION 

Reserve No. Lot Location No. Plan/Diagram Vol/Folio 

RES37077 38  P194401 LR3147-987 

 
PERIOD 

Design Style  

Construction Date 1948 

Source/Details  

 
USE(S) OF PLACE 

Original Forestry – Timber Mill 

Present Vacant/Unused 

Other  

 
 
 
 
 
 

HL 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

 
The original Donnelly River Mill was established by the Wheatley family if 1912 and closed in 1914. 
The existing mill was built in 1948 and used by Bunnings until 1978. The mill was served by a network 
of railway lines. A largely intact example of a mill and mill town which is no longer working but which is 
capable of being conserved for tourism purposes. 
 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
The Donnelly River Mill is constructed largely of local materials. The basic structure of the mill is the 
mill floor which supports the operating equipment above the floor and also the drive shafts, pulleys 
and belts under the floor. The initial power to operate all mill equipment came through shafts from a 
single steam engine. Though below the floor drive equipment was the practice in timber mills and 
reflected the technology required to operate a mill by steam power, this is different from the usual 
practice in other workshops, which have drive shafts and pulleys in the roof and belt drivers coming 
down onto the work benches. The purpose of all drive equipment being below floor level was to 
achieve an open path for the movement of timber through the mill and also to improve safety. Nearly 
all the mill equipment is located under the main mill roof. The roof is of robust design and is made of 
two pitched segments joining at a central box gutter sheeted with standard corrugated roofing 
material. The support structure is all of timber construction; the support columns are of round bush 
timber, while the roof timbers, trusses and beams were constructed from sawn timber. The three steel 
chimney stacks are 20m in height and are stabilised with anchored guy ropes. A smaller chimney 
provided for exhaust of steam from the steam engines. The boilers generating steam for the engines 
are under a roofed area and are protected from the weather, while the boiler generating kiln steam is 
protected under a separate roof. Two of the original steam engines, which respectively provide direct 
belt power to the mill equipment and coupling to an alternator generating electrical power, remain in 
position and are protected from weather, though in need of maintenance. A third steam engine, which 
generated electrical power, has been removed apart from the engine block, while a diesel engine has 
been removed entirely. A fourth steam engine also used for power generation, remains in position. 
The original switching equipment and switchboards have been removed. Remaining in position are: 
the winch used to handle logs from trucks into the mill; the overhead winch for positioning logs on the 
travelling carriage; the travelling carriage itself; the twin saws which made the first log cuts; bench 
rollers; other saws; moving feed trolleys and rails; packing case benches; the conveyor systems for 
waste transport, collection of sawdust from the bench saws and supply of sawdust to the kiln boilers; 
and, the shaft and pulley drive system under the mill floor. The drying kilns have been demolished, as 
has the large planer building where dressed timber was produced. The equipment has been removed 
from the site of the planer building and from the pre-cut areas and the second timber sorting table has 
also been removed. The rail system used to move timber in the storage yard has been dismantled. 
 

 
HISTORIC THEME CATEGORIES OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Settlements Historic 

Timber Industry Scientific 

 Social 

 
RATING AND ASSESSMENT High       Low 

Aesthetic value (streetscape, setting) 1  2  3  4  5 

Architectural merit (design features) 1  2  3  4  5 

Rarity value 1  2  3  4  5 

Value as part of a group/precinct 1  2  3  4  5 

Condition 1  2  3  4  5 

Integrity 1  2  3  4  5 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Donnelly River Mill is significant to the history of the timber industry in the south west of Western 
Australia and to the history of settlement of the region. The residential precinct to the mill is also 
significant. 



MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Management category A 
 

 
HERITAGE LISTINGS BY OTHER BODIES 

 Heritage Council inHerit Database 1993 

 State Register 1996 

 Register of the National Estate 2013 

 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION/BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

 “Steam in the Forests”, M.H.R Southcombe 1985 

 SWDA Information Section R, South West Heritage Taskforce 1990 

 Shire of Nannup Municipal Inventory (No.1) 1996 
 

 
HISTORY OF LISTING IN MUNICIPAL INVENTORY 

 Date Adopted by Council 

Initial listing in MI February 1996 

Review of MI August 2016 

 
 
ADDITIONAL PHOTOS DATED DEC’ 1994 
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